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Plainville Community Schools continue to make Culturally Responsive 

Education (CRE) a priority during the 2018-2019 academic school year. This year we 

are concentrating on discussing instructional strategies that help us handle different 

situations in the classroom.  For example, how to engage English Language Learners 

(ELL) in the classroom so that their English language development improves on a daily 

basis. ELL students not only need to learn to navigate their daily peer/teacher 

interactions, they also need to develop academic language that follows grade level 

curriculum. We currently have 146 students who are considered ELL by state 

definition, and they speak 16 different languages collectively. These students bring a 

plethora of cultural diversity that enhances our knowledge about the peoples of the 

world.  Therefore, it is our duty to educate them and provide English language support 

on a daily basis. Additionally, during professional learning days, educators bring 

examples of classroom situations for the purpose of obtaining feedback on how to best 

maneuver the circumstances of a case. These professional discussions foster the 

premise of a professional learning community (PLC) and collegiality so that we 

continue to address the diverse needs of all our students. These conversations 

continue to be moderated by the CRE Task Force which is comprised of 

administrators and teachers. 

At Plainville Community Schools we continue to live by our definition of Cultural 

Competence: 

“Cultural competence refers to the process by which individuals and systems 
respond respectfully and effectively to people of all cultures, languages, 
classes, races, ethnic backgrounds, religions, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, and other diversity factors in a manner that recognizes, affirms, and 
values the worth of individual, families and communities and protects and 
preserves the dignity of each.”* 
 



 
We invite you to continue supporting our schools through this wonderfully 

exciting journey into Culturally Responsive Education as it enriches us and prepares 

us all for life in the 21st century and a global society.  

*(the PCS definition is based on the NASW Standards for Cultural Competence in Social Work Practice)  
  


